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whole, and to form and execute large plans.
It seems, indeed, that In their central organi-
zation, and especially in that of the Domini-
cans, the idea of representation, by which
the absent are bound by the vote of the
present and the minority by that of the
majority, was first worked out, and thence
spread to the Church and the State, to Parlia-
ments and to National Synods. Their financial
system, which, seems to have been similar in
each of the four Orders, was that of dividing
the country into districts, called " limits,"
within which appointed friars travelled sys-
tematically, collecting funds for the general
purposes of the society. We have travelled
far from the original plan of humble emissaries
begging their bread from day to day, without
thought for the future or for a wider work
than their own. But for the present friars
were in earnest; the money was given with
a good heart and was worthily spent. The
" lymytours 35 or " limiters," the friars em-
ployed on this task, were familiar andVelcome
figures. The system had a notable effect in
distributing the friars over the whole country.
As the great modern banks need branches in
every town of importance, so it was with the
friars. The importance of the town may be
estimated by the number of mendicant